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   Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Porthcawl & St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 

www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648  
Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns Tel: 07534 095766 bridgend@rcadc.org  

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 1177272 
                             
 

 
 
 
 

   

Masses are open to the public unless otherwise stated. There is no need to book, although 
other measures still apply. Masses from St Mary’s will continue to be live streamed. 

Date Mass Times Mass Intentions 
 Sat 28th August 

 
Mass 4.30 pm live stream only People of the Parish, our frontline workers 

St Mary’s - Vigil 6.00pm  People of the Parish, our frontline workers 
Sun 29th August 
22nd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am Kevin Conneely (G Drew) 
St Mary’s - Mass 11.00am  Mr & Mrs Devassy (Biju & family) 
St Mary’s - Mass 6.00pm Pat Long (C & P Harrington) 

Mon 30th August No Mass today  
Tues 31st August Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am   

Wed 1st September Our Lady Star of the Sea  
10.30am Memorial Mass  

Mary Bryan  

 

St Mary’s - Mass 7.00pm Michael Topliss anniversary (Topliss family) 
Katie for continued courage (M McAweney) 

Thurs 2nd September 
 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am   
St Mary’s - Mass 10.00am Andrew Jenkins (Morgan family) 

Mary Quinn (Jo Bowen) 
Fri 3rd September St Mary’s - Mass 10.00am  James McVerry RIP (TJ & A Marsh) 

Margaret Pulko (Wyn & Ida) 
Sat 4th September Mass 4.30 pm live stream only People of the Parish, our frontline workers 

St Mary’s - Vigil 6.00pm  Terry Morgan (M Ghanem-Youssef) 
Sun 5th September 
23rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am Keith John 
St Mary’s - Mass 11.00am  Carole (William) 
St Mary’s - Mass 6.00pm  People of the Parish, our frontline workers 

Mass Intentions (St Mary’s) there is currently a very, very long wait.  
Please book 2 or even 3 months in advance. Many thanks. 

St Mary’s is now open for Silent Prayer - 10am until 5pm Tuesday – Friday 
Call in, sanitise hands, sign in and use the back 3 benches only. There are materials to sanitise your seat before 

and after use at the rear of the church. Many thanks. 
Prayers for the Sick - If you wish to have a person’s name included on the list, then please ensure you have their 

permission and then contact the office on 07534 095766 or via emailing bridgend@rcadc.org  
If you wish for a name to remain on the list for Sept/ Oct then please contact us. 

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of Our Lady Star of the Sea, St Joseph’s of Arimathea & St Mary’s.  
We pray for our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our prayers. 

For SEPT/OCT: Chris Hall, Martin Ginnelly, Keith John, Julia Margaret Lewis, Jack Michael Ley, 
 Brinley Morgan, & Helle 

Elsie Freeth, Margaret Jarvis, Sam & Betty Henn & Maureen Pritchard. 

 

“Be strong, stand firm, have no fear, do not be afraid of them, for the 
Lord your God is going with you; he will not fail you or desert you.” 
(Deuteronomy 31:6)  
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22nd Sunday 29th August 2021 
‘You must do what the word tells you’ 

Our readings this week encourage us to pay attention to the ways in which the word of God 
truly influences how we live our lives.  Although we all too often fail to live up to the example 

set for us, we are none the less assured of an abundance of gifts,  
because of God’s infinite love for each and everyone. 

In the First Reading, Moses explains to the people that it is by obeying the laws given to them 
in the commandments that they will have life in the land, as promised to them by the Lord. 
The importance of actively living our faith is further emphasised in the Second Reading.  

Here the author exhorts Jewish Christians not just to listen to the word, but to do what the word 
tells them, by caring for those in need, and living good and honest lives. 

In the Gospel, Jesus describes the lip-service of the Pharisees, who, as foretold in the words 
of Isaiah, offer ‘worthless worship’. Their adherence to human traditions  

and values takes their hearts far from God. 
This week, we may want to spend some time reflecting, with the Lord’s help, how closely our 
own lives reflect the ideals described in the Psalm, which speaks of the just dwelling in the 

presence of the Lord. We can then ask with confidence that the Lord will show us the path that 
will draw us ever closer to his presence. 

 

 

Eternal Rest 
Please keep the families of Des Williams, Meirion Burke, Neil Quinn 

and Kevin Thomas (of the Ginnelly family) in your prayers.  
Requiem Mass for Des Williams to take place on Tuesday 7th September, 10am at 

St Mary’s followed by internment 11am at Laleston Cemetery. 
Funeral service for Meirion Burke to take place on Tuesday 7th September,  

12.00 noon at Our Lady Star of the Sea. 
Please keep all the families of all those recently deceased in your thoughts and prayers at 

this sad and difficult time.  
May they rest in peace. Amen 

 
 
 

There is now no need to book for Masses at St Mary’s 
 or Our Lady Star of the Sea.  

Please see the COVID-19 measures update at the end of the newsletter for 
the latest guidance on what to expect when you come to church. Although 
restrictions have eased, to enable us to open for more Masses and keep our 

churches open, we are still in need of stewards and helpers to welcome 
and assist parishioners and help Father Tim. It is particularly important 

that the touchpoints and benches are sanitised following each Mass. This is 
likely to be ongoing for some time so please if you can, stay behind after 

Mass to assist, or contact the office to be added to the Rota. Without your 
support we cannot remain open. Many thanks. 

First Holy Communion 
A gentle reminder that if your child is wishing to take their first holy communion 

then they should be attending Mass with you regularly.  Please see website for details 
of enrolment and session dates:  https://catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk/sacraments-

and-formation/first-holy-communion/ 
 

Does anyone know of 
a Miss Joan Harpur 
formerly of Caewallis 
Street who may still 
live in the Bridgend 
area? If so please 
could you contact 

Sarah in the office on 
07534 095766. 
Many thanks. 

 



3 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Gift Aid Boxes St Mary’s Parishioners 
These are now available for collection at the rear of the church. If you cannot find yours, please 

contact the office on 07534 095766 or email bridgend@rcadc.org 
For tax year 2020-21 £10524.30 will be deposited to the parish account on 31st August.  

This is a significant amount, particularly in a challenging year when no offertory collection has been able to 
take place. If you are a taxpayer and would like to join the gift aid scheme, please contact us for a 

declaration form. Make your giving to the parish go even further by ensuring that for each £1 donated an 
extra 25p goes to the parish at no extra cost to you.   

You can gift using the boxes or preferably by direct payment into the parish bank account.  
Please consider setting up a Standing Order. 

 The Virgin Money Giving facility will unfortunately cease from November 2021.  
Donor letters required for tax returns are now available from the office. 

Many thanks. 
 

Archdiocese of Cardiff “The God Who Speaks”: Scripture Study Days 
The next Scripture Study Day will be given on Saturday, September 11th from 11am-12.30pm. 

Canon Matthew Jones will be giving a talk: “A Brief Look at St. Paul’s Life and Teaching”.  
Canon Matthew Jones has been the parish priest of Three Churches’ parishes in Cardiff for almost 
seventeen years.  He is also Dean of the Cardiff Deanery. Canon Matthew will be familiar to many 

people for the podcasts he publishes online of his homilies but also snippets he picks up from other 
sources. He has spoken at several conferences over the years.  He has an engaging speaking style, 

making him a delight to hear. I am sure we are in for a very interesting talk on St. Paul. 
Details of the programme of talks for the year can be found on the Archdiocesan 

website https://rcadc.org/ events 
PLEASE NOTE NEW ACCESS DETAILS: on the day via Zoom at: http://tinyurl.com/RCADCscripture 

Meeting ID 863 7669 5727 
Passcode:   068790 

The talks will also appear on YouTube.  Please go to the ACES YouTube channel 
Contacts for enquiries: 

Madeleine Walters at madeleine.walters@rcadc.org  or Kate Duffin at kate.duffin@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
 

St. John followed in the footsteps of the great prophets of the Old Testament, calling upon the 
people to repent and be ready for the coming Messiah. He baptised with water but spoke of the one 
who would baptise with the Holy Spirit (Matthew 3:11). He pointed Jesus out as the promised Lamb 

of God (John 1:35-37) and baptised him (Matthew 3:13-17). He had a great following among the 
people but he always directed away from himself and lived an ascetic lifestyle. His life was centred 

on God and on his calling. 
Herod, despite fearful of John’s popularity among the people, had John beheaded after an oath he 

made to Herodias at his birthday party (Matthew 14:1-12). 
St. John’s cult is exceedingly ancient in both the East and West and he was particularly popular 

during the middle ages. St. John is believed to be buried in Samaria. He is the Patron Saint of the 

Saint of the Month 
St. John the Baptist  - August 29th Salome with the Head of John the Baptist, 

Michelangelo Merisi da Caravaggio, c.1607, 
Source: WikiArt 
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Covid-19 Measures – Update 
Please only attend church if you are symptom free! 

On Saturday 7th August Wales moved to alert level zero meaning that most restrictions have now been lifted. However, 
we are being urged to “continue to be cautious and retain some transmission controls to varying degrees at varying 
times”. Regular risk assessments are required to monitor local transmission rates and adjust measures accordingly 
meaning things could be subject to changes over the next weeks and months ahead. Consequently, the following 
guidelines from the Welsh Government and Catholic Bishops of England and Wales will apply until further notice: 

 
1. Opening of Churches - St Mary’s will be left open and unsupervised for individual prayer during times when 

there are no public acts of worship. Our Lady Star of the Sea will remain closed for now apart from the 
published Mass times. Group prayer sessions will hopefully be reintroduced in Our Lady Star of the Sea in the 
autumn. 

2. Face masks – these remain mandatory, even whilst seated, for those over the age of 11 (unless medically 
exempt). 

3. Hand sanitiser – please use this on the way in and out of the church.  
4. Test, Track and Trace – please sign in using the NHS app and QR barcode or on the form available.  
5. One-way systems and movement of people – though this is no longer necessary, people should exercise 

good responsible behaviour especially when moving to receive Holy Communion during Mass and should avoid 
getting too close to each other. Please use the main entrance to enter the church as you will need to sign in. 

6. Social Distancing – though no longer a legal requirement some may wish to remain cautious please be 
respectful of other parishioners, for example in St Mary’s those wishing to keep a social distance may use the 
chairs by the radiators. Please respect those who may wish to maintain a social distance. 

7. Stewards – our stewards will still very much be needed to provide a welcoming presence at the church door, to 
guide people as necessary to an appropriate seat and assist in the cleaning of frequently used touch points 
within the church buildings. Want to join the team? Please contact us. 

8. Cleaning – this will remain a high priority. Along with the post Mass sanitising by stewards and parishioners of 
the benches and touch points, regular deep cleaning will be maintained throughout the week. 

9. Holy Water stoups will remain empty for now. 
10. Ventilation – windows and doors will be kept open where possible to maintain a good supply of fresh air. 
11. Ministers for the celebration of Holy Mass such as servers, cantors, readers and Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion will be re-introduced slowly over the coming weeks/ months. 
12. Offertory collection – although this may be resumed parishioners are encouraged to continue giving direct to 

the parish accounts where possible. There will be a basket available at the rear of each church for donations. 
Those St Mary’s parishioners requiring gift aid envelopes will be able to collect these from the rear of the 
church. Please consider setting up a standing order and gift aiding your offertory. 

13. Sign of Peace remains suspended. 
14. Holy Communion will continue to be under one kind and the ministers will continue to sanitise their hands 

beforehand and wear a face covering whilst distributing. It is recommended that Communion is received in the 
hand. 

15. Singing will be re- introduced gradually. 
16. Confessions – please see a steward to see if a Priest is available prior to Mass to hear your confession. 
17. Baptisms, Confirmation, Marriages and Funerals – restrictions for these have been eased. Please see the 

clergy or contact the office with any questions. 
18. Children’s liturgy – to be re-introduced in the autumn. 
19. Tea and Coffee after Mass – to be re-introduced sometime in the autumn. 
20. Hall – the hall will be reopened for our own parish needs pending the necessary risk assessments. Hiring to 

third parties/ general public will remain suspended for now. 
 


