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   Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Porthcawl & St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 

www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648  
Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns Tel: 07534 095766 bridgend@rcadc.org  

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 1177272 
                             
 

 
 
 
 

   

Masses are open to the public unless otherwise stated. There is no need to book, although 
other measures still apply. Masses from St Mary’s will continue to be live streamed. 

St Mary’s is now open for Silent Prayer 10am until 5pm Tuesday – Friday 
Call in, sanitise hands, sign in and use the back 3 benches only.  

There are materials to sanitise your seat before and after use at the rear of the church. 

Date Mass Times Mass Intentions 
 Sat 18th September 

 
Mass 4.30 pm live stream only People of the Parish, our frontline workers 

St Mary’s - Vigil 6.00pm  Mary Youssef birthday wishes (Wyn & Ida) 
Sun 19th September 
25th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am Meirion Burke RIP (G Drew) 
St Mary’s - Mass 11.00am  Marek Juraszek RIP 
St Mary’s - Mass 6.00pm People of the Parish, our frontline workers 

Mon 20th September NO MASS TODAY  
Tues 21st September Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am  Thanksgiving (Kiernan family) 
Wed 22nd September Our Lady Star of the Sea – NO MASS TODAY  

St Mary’s - Mass 7.00pm Canon Isaac (Devine family) 
Roz Dalton (Dalton family) 

Thurs 23rd September 
 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am  Holy Souls 
NO MASS IN ST MARY’S TODAY  

Fri 24th September St Mary’s - Mass 10.00am Derek Ford (Sonia Cavalli) 
Paul Monaghan RIP (Manghan family) 

Sat 25th September Mass 4.30 pm live stream only People of the Parish, our frontline workers 
St Mary’s - Vigil 6.00pm  People of the Parish, our frontline workers 

Sun 26th September 
26th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am Jim McGowan (Janet McGowan) 
St Mary’s - Mass 11.00am  Harold Jenkins (Morgan family) 
St Mary’s - Mass 6.00pm  Dan Overend (M McAweney) 

Mass Intentions (St Mary’s) there is currently a very, very long wait.  
Please book 2 or even 3 months in advance. Many thanks. 

Prayers for the Sick - If you wish to have a person’s name included on the list, then please ensure you have their 
permission and then contact the office on 07534 095766 or via emailing bridgend@rcadc.org  
If you wish for a name to remain on the list for Nov/Dec then please contact us. 

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of Our Lady Star of the Sea, St Joseph’s of Arimathea & St Mary’s. 
We pray for our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our prayers. 

For SEPT/OCT: Noah Cleary, Elsie Freeth, Martin Ginnelly, Helle,Sam & Betty Henn Margaret Jarvis, Keith John, Julia 
Margaret Lewis, Jack Michael Ley, Sam & Betty Henn, Brinley Morgan, & Maureen Pritchard. 

 

“I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord.  Should they cry to 
me in any distress, I will hear them, and I will be their Lord forever.” 

(Antiphon Twenty Fifth Sunday in Ordinary Time.) 
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25th Sunday 19th September 2021 
‘Anyone who welcomes one of these little children in my name, welcomes me.’ 
Our readings this Sunday speak about wisdom, but from different perspectives. 

We can see the First Reading as a prophecy of the Lord’s Passion, where the ‘godless’ regard 
with contempt those who listen to and follow God’s voice, condemning them to cruel death. 
The Psalm also speaks of those who have no regard for God. Seeking God’s protection from 

surrounding threats, the psalmist prays with certainty:  
‘I have God for my help. The Lord upholds my life.’ 

The Second Reading points out that jealousy and ambition cause division and rivalry, in contrast 
to the wisdom that comes from above. Such wisdom, which desires humility and not glory, brings 
us to peace with ourselves and can be attained through prayer. It is ‘essentially something pure … 

is kindly and considerate; it is full of compassion and shows itself by doing good.’ 
Jesus predicts his own death and resurrection to the disciples, who fail to understand what this 
means (Gospel). They have been arguing which of them is the greatest, but Jesus teaches them 
that true greatness lies in being the servant or slave of all, especially the weak and the helpless, 

symbolized by the child he embraces and places in their midst.  
By welcoming and serving the ‘little children’ we are welcoming God. 

Let’s ask this week for the wisdom to see Christ in all the ‘little children’ we encounter and pray for 
a spirit of humility and peace. 

 

 

Eternal Rest 
Please keep all the families of all those 

recently deceased in your thoughts and 
prayers at this sad and difficult time. 

May they rest in peace. Amen 
 
 
 

First Holy Communion 
For children who started year 3 or above in SEPTEMBER 2020 the next session will take place  

at 10.30am on Saturday 25th September in St Mary’s Church 
 

Those children from the 2019 intake who have almost completed the course will be required to attend 2 revision 
sessions at 10.30am on 16th October and 23rd October. There will be a final rehearsal with the opportunity to attend 

reconciliation at 6.00pm on Friday 29th October 2021 (30/45mins session) 
Sacrament of Communion Mass:  2.00pm Sunday 31st October 2021  

 
A gentle reminder that if your child is wishing to take their First Holy Communion then they should be 

attending Mass with you regularly.  Please see website for further details: 
 https://catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk/sacraments-and-formation/first-holy-communion/ 

Paid Help 
A parishioner is looking for a 

driver to help out for a couple of 
days per month. 

 If you are interested, please 
contact the office on  

01656 652034 (option2) or 
 07534 095766 to find out  

more details. 
 

ARCHDIOCESAN EVANGELISATION PROGRAMME 
The Diocesan Evangelisation Commission is pleased to announce a 
second run of the Archdiocesan Evangelisation Programme -Spread 

the Gospel: Developing a Missionary Parish. 
Open to all parishioners and clergy across the Archdiocese, this is a 

seven-week programme, delivered by members of the 
Evangelisation Commission and running for one and half hours via 
Zoom on each of the following Tuesdays -September 28th, October 

5th, 12th, 19th and 26th and November 2nd and 9th.  
For more information and to register for the Programme,  

please email Madeleine Walters at madeleine.walters@rcadc.org 
 

MASS TIME CHANGES THIS WEEK 
There will be no Mass in Porthcawl on 
Wednesday 22nd September as there is a 

Clergy meeting in Cornerstones that day. 
Also due to other commitments there will 

be no Mass in St Mary’s on Thursday.  
Many thanks. 
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Harvest Family Fast Day, Friday 1 October 
 
This Harvest Family Fast Day we are focusing on the climate crisis. The impact of this crisis has been 
particularly evident in recent months with the terrible heatwaves, fires, and floods across the 
northern hemisphere. But it is people in low-income countries, like Ivanilde in Brazil (pictured), who 
suffer the worst effects of the climate crisis. CAFOD works with communities all over the world to 
help them adapt and manage the impact of climate change. 
 
Our local experts are helping people all over the world to adapt to climate change and protect our 
common home. This Family Fast Day, donate in the parish using a CAFOD envelope or online 
through the CAFOD website  (cafod.org.uk/climatecrisis) and help communities affected by the 
worst impacts of the climate crisis. You can also add your voice to our online petition calling for our 
Prime Minister to show leadership in tackling the climate crisis, cafod.org.uk/climate. 
And thank you for your generosity for our emergency appeals to support our sisters and brothers in 
crisis in Afghanistan and Haiti. You can read more about CAFOD’s response 
at cafod.org.uk/emergencies. 

 
 

Embrace technology and give by text or 

online! Envelopes are also available at the 

rear of St Mary’s and Our Lady Star of the Sea. 

Please give what you can. Many thanks. 
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Covid-19 Measures – Update 
Please only attend church if you are symptom free! 

On Saturday 7th August Wales moved to alert level zero meaning that most restrictions have now been lifted. However, 
we are being urged to “continue to be cautious and retain some transmission controls to varying degrees at varying 
times”. Regular risk assessments are required to monitor local transmission rates and adjust measures accordingly 
meaning things could be subject to changes over the next weeks and months ahead. Consequently, the following 
guidelines from the Welsh Government and Catholic Bishops of England and Wales will apply until further notice: 

 
1. Opening of Churches - St Mary’s will be left open and unsupervised for individual prayer during times when 

there are no public acts of worship. Our Lady Star of the Sea will remain closed for now apart from the 
published Mass times. Group prayer sessions will hopefully be reintroduced in Our Lady Star of the Sea in the 
autumn. 

2. Face masks – these remain mandatory, even whilst seated, for those over the age of 11 (unless medically 
exempt). 

3. Hand sanitiser – please use this on the way in and out of the church.  
4. Test, Track and Trace – please sign in using the NHS app and QR barcode or on the form available.  
5. One-way systems and movement of people – though this is no longer necessary, people should exercise 

good responsible behaviour especially when moving to receive Holy Communion during Mass and should avoid 
getting too close to each other. Please use the main entrance to enter the church as you will need to sign in. 

6. Social Distancing – though no longer a legal requirement some may wish to remain cautious please be 
respectful of other parishioners, for example in St Mary’s those wishing to keep a social distance may use the 
chairs by the radiators. Please respect those who may wish to maintain a social distance. 

7. Stewards – our stewards will still very much be needed to provide a welcoming presence at the church door, to 
guide people as necessary to an appropriate seat and assist in the cleaning of frequently used touch points 
within the church buildings. Want to join the team? Please contact us. 

8. Cleaning – this will remain a high priority. Along with the post Mass sanitising by stewards and parishioners of 
the benches and touch points, regular deep cleaning will be maintained throughout the week. 

9. Holy Water stoups will remain empty for now. 
10. Ventilation – windows and doors will be kept open where possible to maintain a good supply of fresh air. 
11. Ministers for the celebration of Holy Mass such as servers, cantors, readers and Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion will be re-introduced slowly over the coming weeks/ months. 
12. Offertory collection – although this may be resumed parishioners are encouraged to continue giving direct to 

the parish accounts where possible. There will be a basket available at the rear of each church for donations. 
Those St Mary’s parishioners requiring gift aid envelopes will be able to collect these from the rear of the 
church. Please consider setting up a standing order and gift aiding your offertory. 

13. Sign of Peace remains suspended. 
14. Holy Communion will continue to be under one kind and the ministers will continue to sanitise their hands 

beforehand and wear a face covering whilst distributing. It is recommended that Communion is received in the 
hand. 

15. Singing will be re- introduced gradually. 
16. Confessions – please see a steward to see if a Priest is available prior to Mass to hear your confession. 
17. Baptisms, Confirmation, Marriages and Funerals – restrictions for these have been eased. Please see the 

clergy or contact the office with any questions. 
18. Children’s liturgy – to be re-introduced in the autumn. 
19. Tea and Coffee after Mass – to be re-introduced sometime in the autumn. 
20. Hall – the hall will be reopened for our own parish needs pending the necessary risk assessments. Hiring to 

third parties/ general public will remain suspended for now. 
 


