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   Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Porthcawl & St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 

www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648  

Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns Tel: 07534 095766 bridgend@rcadc.org  
A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 1177272 

                             
 

 
 
 
 

   

Masses are open to the public unless otherwise stated.  
There is no need to book, although other measures still apply.  

Masses from St Mary’s will continue to be live streamed. 

St Mary’s is now open  

for Silent Prayer 

 during the week. 

Date Mass Times Mass Intentions 
 Sat 27th November 

 
Mass 4.30 pm live stream only November List & Peter Morrison 

St Mary’s - Vigil 6.00pm  November List & Terry Morgan (D Morgan) 
Sun 28th November 

1st Sunday in 
Advent 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am Deceased Friends & Relatives 

St Mary’s - Mass 11.00am  November List & Ursula James (Mary Lewis) 

St Mary’s - Mass 6.00pm Deceased Friends & Relatives 

Mon 29th November NO MASS TODAY   
 St Mary’s - “Tree of Light” This will be uploaded to the website 

Tue 30th November Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am  November List & Deceased family (Joyce Jones) 

St Mary’s 7pm – 8pm “The Light is on for You” 
Wed 1st December Our Lady Star of the Sea – Mass 10.00am All Holy Souls 

St Mary’s - Mass 7.00pm Patrick Lynch RIP, Patricia, Jeanne,  

Patrick & Dorothy (S McIvor) 

Thurs 2nd December 
 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am  All Holy Souls 

Our Lady Star of the Sea 7pm- 8pm “The Light is on for You” 

NO MASS TODAY – ST MARY’S  

Fri 3rd December St Mary’s - Mass 7.30am Maura O’Connor (FT) 

St Mary’s - Mass 10.00am Mike Hurley (Hurley family) 

Noreen Rock RIP (I Ford) 

Sat 4th December Mass 4.30 pm live stream only People of the parish, frontline & NHS workers 

St Mary’s - Vigil 6.00pm  Deceased members of the Forde family (A Bugler) 

Sun 5th December 

2nd Sunday in 
Advent 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am All Holy Souls 

St Mary’s - Mass 11.00am  Sean Connick (Connick family) 

St Mary’s - Mass 6.00pm  People of the parish, frontline & NHS workers 

Mass Intentions (St Mary’s) there is currently a very, very long wait for weekend Mass requests. 

Prayers for the Sick - If you wish to have a person’s name included on the list, then please ensure you have their permission and then 
contact the office on 07534 095766 or via emailing bridgend@rcadc.org  

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of Our Lady Star of the Sea, St Joseph’s of Arimathea & St Mary’s. 
We pray for our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our prayers. 

For NOV/DEC: Elsie Freeth, Beryl French, Martin Ginnelly, Helle, Sam & Betty Henn, Margaret Jarvis, Catherine John, 
Julia Margaret Lewis, Jack Michael Ley, Brinley Morgan, & Maureen Pritchard. 

Website updates – Bishops Conference letter on Honouring Sunday, the Archbishop’s pastoral letter, resources on 
celebrating Advent at home, First Holy Communion updates and changes to our school websites and vacancies. 

 

See the days are coming – it is the Lord who speaks – when I am going to fulfil the 
promise I made to the House of Israel and the House of Judah: 

‘In those days and at that time, I will make a virtuous Branch grow for David, 
Who shall practise honesty and integrity in the land.’” 

 

    

http://www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk/
http://www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk/
mailto:bridgend@rcadc.org
mailto:bridgend@rcadc.org
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Eternal Rest 
Please keep Mr. James ‘Jim’ Wallace and his family in your prayers. 

Funeral is to be held at 9.30am on Monday 29th November 2021 in Coychurch Crematorium. 
Please keep all those recently deceased and their families in your thoughts and prayers. 

Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. Amen. 
  

 
 
 

St Mary’s Piety - Could you help? 
After many years’ service Angela has decided to step down from the role. If this is something you would like to do for your parish 

community or you wish to find out more information about what exactly is involved, then please contact the office. 
With the Christmas Season upon us there is a small selection of Christmas cards, Advent calendars, ornaments, gifts, and 

Nativity sets available. There are also cards and Mass cards available for all occasions (£1 each) and suitable gifts for 
First Holy communion children, candles, books, toys and more. Sadly, with the continuing pandemic and nobody 

overseeing the piety stall, diaries have not been ordered this year. The yearbooks should be with us in the next couple 
of weeks. Please ask one of the stewards when you come to Mass, and they will gladly help you. 

First Holy Communion 
For those children who started the First Holy Communion course 
in September 2021 the next session will take place on Saturday 

4th December. See website for further details: 
 https://catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk/sacraments-and-formation/first-

holy-communion/ 
************** 

Final rehearsal with opportunity to attend confession at 6pm 
Friday 10th December 

Sacrament of Communion Mass 
 Sunday 12th December 2021 

 

Mary’s Meals 
Following Mass this weekend Denis Field will give a 

short appeal on behalf of Mary’s Meals. Anyone 
who wishes to do so may then take home a book to 

read. (An Advent reading promise maybe?) 
 It is hoped that these books will stimulate you into 

action in the same way that the author was 
stimulated to act. For those who are currently 

attending via live stream should you wish to have a 
book please call Denis on 01656 860866 

or contact the parish office.  
There are links to Mary’s meals on the website 

should you wish for more information 

https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/who-we-

are/our-vision/ 

 

St Mary’s Fairtrade Stall in the Narthex  
this weekend 1st Sunday of Advent.  

Christmas cards, advent calendars, gifts, chocolates, and other 
goodies. Please support if you can. 

Welcome Back. Welcome Home. 
From this weekend the Bishops’ Conference has reintroduced the Sunday obligation encouraging all Catholics to go to Mass.  

Of course, with the Pandemic still out there this may prove too much for some, and understandably so. If you are nervous about 
coming back to Mass, why not try a weekday Mass first where there are fewer in attendance and there is more room and space. 

Please do not come to Mass if you are showing any Covid symptoms, (even if you just think it is a heavy cold). We still have a duty 
to be careful with others and ourselves. Stewards are still needed for all weekend Masses in our Parishes to welcome people and 

ensure that the Covid restrictions are still being followed such as track and trace, mask wearing and hand sanitising.  
Most importantly stewards sanitise the benches and touch points in preparation for the next Mass. Recently I have appealed for 

volunteers to train as fire marshals, this is due to the introduction of stricter measures which will affect our insurance cover.  
Please look on the websites for information on fire marshalling and volunteering and if you can help, please contact us.  

There are several things yet to be reintroduced around our celebration of Mass and these may be reinstated gradually over the 
coming weeks and months. Having spoken with His Grace Archbishop George and our Health and Safety department St. Joseph’s 
of Arimathea will remain closed for now. I know this will be disappointing for some. The situation will be reviewed again at Easter. 
Please note that the numbers of parishioners allowed into church remains restricted, consequently it will be necessary to book for 

Christmas Masses. There will be more information on this next week. All our expectations must be tempered by our need for safety. 
The Archbishop’s Pastoral letter and the Bishops’ Conference statement are available in full on the websites. 

God bless and thank you for your support and co-operation. Father Tim 

 
“The Light is on for You” Tuesday 30th November in St Mary’s, Bridgend, and Thursday 2nd December in Our Lady Star of 
the Sea, Porthcawl. The Priests of the Deanery will be available to hear your confession from 7-8pm. Since many have not 

been able to take this Sacrament for almost two years, please make every effort and put the date in your diary. 
 

“Tree of Light” Monday 29th November at St Mary’s. This service is not open to the public but will be recorded and a link will be 

placed on our website. Please support this if you can. Forms are available in the Narthex. 

https://catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk/sacraments-and-formation/first-holy-communion/
https://catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk/sacraments-and-formation/first-holy-communion/
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/who-we-are/our-vision/
https://www.marysmeals.org.uk/who-we-are/our-vision/
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FINANCE MATTERS - Please consider that the best way to support your parish is by donating directly into the parish 

bank account. Should you need any assistance in setting up a standing order to your parish, or, as a taxpayer should you wish 

to gift aid your donations, then please contact the office by emailing bridgend@rcadc.org or calling 01656 652034 option 2.  

Thank you - With offertory collections and counting teams still suspended a huge thank you to everyone who has continued to 

support Father Tim and the parishes during the pandemic by embracing a new way of doing things. This has gone a long way to 

ensuring our parishes are in a strong position as we welcome parishioners back into our churches. 

 

1st Sunday in Advent, 29th November 2021 
‘Stay awake, praying at all times’ 

Today marks the beginning of Advent, a time of watchfulness, waiting and renewed hope, as we get 
ready to welcome the Lord into our hearts and lives this Christmas. 

The First Reading focuses our gaze on God’s promise to David to raise up a ‘virtuous branch’. God fulfils 
that promise by sending his only Son, Jesus, into the world: our Saviour and King in whom we can have 

total confidence, who rules with honesty and integrity. 
The Psalmist recognizes the Lord as his Saviour, desiring to follow his ways of truth, love and 

faithfulness. We too join in the psalm refrain, ‘lifting up our souls’  
in prayer as we wait for the Lord. 

Jesus foretells the end times in the rather ominous-sounding Gospel, telling his disciples to ‘stay awake’ 
and not get distracted by the ‘cares of life’. But he has a message of hope too: we don’t need to be afraid, 
for we will see the Son of Man coming to save us. God keeps his promises, so we can hold our heads high 

and stand confident in his presence.  
Meanwhile we can pray and try to lead good lives. 

St Paul tells us how we can do this in the Second Reading. We are to live as Jesus teaches, ‘loving one 
another and the whole human race’, and putting Jesus  

and his values at the centre of our daily lives. 
This week as I wait for the Lord, I may like to spend some time each day prayerfully taking stock of how 

ready I am to receive Jesus, however, wherever and whenever he comes to me. 
 

Towards a Synodal Church 
76 parishioners from about 30 parishes across the Archdiocese have stepped up as representatives for their parishes in this 

historic Synod.  They started a programme of training during this past week.  In the first session, they had an introductory talk on 
what is meant by a 'synod', the synodal process, the timeline, and the role of parish representatives. In their second session next 

week, they will look at how to organise and run a parish meeting and how they might encourage prayerful listening and 
discernment.  They are to be thanked for their intention to serve their parishes in this way and I am sure you will support 

them.  This will be your opportunity to have your say.  The synodal process is for each and every one of us and I hope you will 
use the opportunities you are offered to listen and talk to each other. 

Questions to think about: 
How do we journey together, listen to each other? to the Holy Spirit? 

What is your dream for the Church, your parish, so that it becomes more missionary, more outward looking? 
A number of parishes do not yet have representatives. If your parish has not yet selected parishioners to be your representatives 
and wishes to do so, or if you wish to be a representative for your parish, please contact me on  madeleine.walters@rcadc.org 

Madeleine Walters Diocesan Synodal Co-ordinator  

 

Archdiocese of Cardiff “The God Who Speaks”: Scripture Study Days 
The next Scripture Study Day will be given on Saturday, December 4th from 11am-12.30pm.  Mrs. Kate Duffin will be giving a 

talk: “The Scriptures of Advent”.  Kate is one of the Scripture Champions for the Archdiocese and has promoted the Year of the 
God Who Speaks during the last two years sending out the Quote of the Week to parishes for their newsletters throughout that 
time. Kate has an honours degree in Theology and is known for her love and knowledge of the Scriptures she has been a tutor 

on the CCRS course for several years. Kate will bring our series of Scripture Study Days to an excellent end.  
You can access the talks on the day via Zoom: 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86396695727?pwd=aHlpV3lnbGgrWGVITHBFeGdqclpVdz09 

Meeting ID 863 9669 5727   Passcode:   068790 
Contacts for enquiries:  Madeleine Walters at madeleine.walters@rcadc.org or Kate Duffin at kate.duffin@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:bridgend@rcadc.org
mailto:madeleine.walters@rcadc.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86396695727?pwd=aHlpV3lnbGgrWGVITHBFeGdqclpVdz09
mailto:madeleine.walters@rcadc.org
mailto:kate.duffin@hotmail.co.uk
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Teaching Assistant Vacancy  
at St. Mary’s. 

Governors are seeking to appoint a Learning 
Support Officer at St. Mary’s to begin work 

in January on a one year contract.  Full 
details are available on the school’s 

website: www.stmaryscatholicprimary.co.uk 
under the ‘News & Events’ tab.  Interested 

parties are welcome to contact Mr. Watkins 
at the school for further details.  The closing 

date is noon on December 10th. 
 

SCHOOLS ADMISSIONS                               

The school admissions process for September 2022 

intake is now open and proof of baptism is often 

required alongside applications. To comply with GDPR 

(data protection laws) requests for proof of Baptism 

MUST be made by the parents or legal guardian and 

may be emailed to bridgend@rcadc.org  

Please include the Child’s full name,  
Date of Birth, Place of Baptism, and an approximate 

Date of Baptism. Many thanks. 

CAFOD UPDATE 
At the meeting of world leaders at COP 26 in Glasgow, Catholic parishes alongside the poorest 

communities around the world reminded world leaders of the impact that climate change is 

having on those least responsible for the climate crisis. Parishioners hosted meetings, signed 

petitions, and also ensured that MPs listened to your concerns. Thank you for adding your voice 

to those of our poorest brothers and sisters. 
  
CAFOD will be celebrating our 60th anniversary in 2022 and we will be in touch in the new year 

to discuss how we can share the achievements parishes have made possible in that time. But as 

2021 comes to a close please see the invitation and resources below: 
  
Register for our online review of the year where we will share all that the Catholic 

community has made possible this year with their support. Please join our Director Christine 

Allen, online on Thursday 25 November at 7pm-8pm. Register here. 
  
Sign up for our daily Advent reflections:  These reflections have been very popular and offer 

an opportunity to pause and reflect, pray, and take action as we prepare for Christmas. Visit 

our Interactive online Advent calendar | CAFOD for more details. There are also free Advent 

children’s liturgy resources that parish catechists may find useful.  Children's Liturgy | CAFOD 
 

  

 

Like many women around the world, 

Garmah in Liberia had no legal rights to 

her home when her husband died. CAFOD 

worked with local experts to help her and 

now Garmah and her children live 

rightfully and happily together in their 

family home. “I feel safe, my children have 

a place to rest their head and I can make a 

garden to feed them and myself. God sent 

redeemers to fight for my land rights. I am 

overfilled with joy.” 

Thank you for your support which 

enables hundreds of women like Garmah 

remain in their homes during times of 

struggle. Other examples of our work can 

be found in our World Gift catalogues or 

website worldgifts.cafod.org.uk 
Have a wonderful Christmas. 

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.stmaryscatholicprimary.co.uk%2F&data=04%7C01%7Chead%40stmaryscps.bridgend.cymru%7Cb78baa87d6c5412d3d3808d9b00063d6%7C4f3f0e52b734416494091b601d147993%7C0%7C1%7C637734337997781081%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0&sdata=2o5u1XXpW%2BbPotgileLx75arwJ9We4nsPkAb0NjnA3A%3D&reserved=0
mailto:bridgend@rcadc.org
https://www.bigmarker.com/cafod/annual-report2021
https://cafod.org.uk/Pray/Advent-calendar
https://cafod.org.uk/Education/Children-s-liturgy
https://worldgifts.cafod.org.uk/
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Lions Club of Bridgend 

and St Mary’s RC Church 

 

TREE OF LIGHT 
Located inside St Mary’s Church, Ewenny Road, Bridgend. 

 

SPONSOR FORM 

Name or cause to be remembered (block capitals please) 

  

_______________________________ 

Minimum sponsorship £5 

  

My name and address______________________________________ 

  

___________________________________________________________________ 

  

_____________________________Postcode________________________________ 

  

Phone Number_________________________ 

  

The Tree dedication service will take place on Monday 29th Nov 6.30pm and 

will be broadcast via You Tube 

 

Donations via Just Giving or 

Please send cheque or postal order in favour of 

Bridgend Lions Club and forward to   

Lions Tree of Light 

5 Park Court Road 

Bridgend CF31 4BP 

 

Supporting St. Mary’s School Welfare Funds 

 & Lions Club Bridgend Local Charities 

  

Names accepted to December 24th, 2021. 
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Covid-19 Measures – Update 
Please only attend church if you are symptom free! 

On Saturday 7th August Wales moved to alert level zero meaning that most restrictions have now been lifted. However, 
we are being urged to “continue to be cautious and retain some transmission controls to varying degrees at varying 
times”. Regular risk assessments are required to monitor local transmission rates and adjust measures accordingly 
meaning things could be subject to changes over the next weeks and months ahead. Consequently, the following 
guidelines from the Welsh Government and Catholic Bishops of England and Wales will apply until further notice: 

 
1. Opening of Churches - St Mary’s will be left open and unsupervised for individual prayer during times when 

there are no public acts of worship. Our Lady Star of the Sea will remain closed for now apart from the 

published Mass times. Group prayer sessions will hopefully be reintroduced in Our Lady Star of the Sea in the 

autumn. 

2. Face masks – these remain mandatory, even whilst seated, for those over the age of 11 (unless medically 

exempt). 

3. Hand sanitiser – please use this on the way in and out of the church.  

4. Test, Track and Trace – please sign in using the NHS app and QR barcode or on the form available.  

5. One-way systems and movement of people – though this is no longer necessary, people should exercise 

good responsible behaviour especially when moving to receive Holy Communion during Mass and should avoid 

getting too close to each other. Please use the main entrance to enter the church as you will need to sign in. 

6. Social Distancing – though no longer a legal requirement some may wish to remain cautious please be 

respectful of other parishioners, for example in St Mary’s those wishing to keep a social distance may use the 

chairs by the radiators. Please respect those who may wish to maintain a social distance. 

7. Stewards – our stewards will still very much be needed to provide a welcoming presence at the church door, to 

guide people as necessary to an appropriate seat and assist in the cleaning of frequently used touch points 

within the church buildings. Want to join the team? Please contact us. 

8. Cleaning – this will remain a high priority. Along with the post Mass sanitising by stewards and parishioners of 

the benches and touch points, regular deep cleaning will be maintained throughout the week. 

9. Holy Water stoups will remain empty for now. 

10. Ventilation – windows and doors will be kept open where possible to maintain a good supply of fresh air. 

11. Ministers for the celebration of Holy Mass such as servers, cantors, readers and Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion will be re-introduced slowly over the coming weeks/ months. 

12. Offertory collection – although this may be resumed parishioners are encouraged to continue giving direct to 

the parish accounts where possible. There will be a basket available at the rear of each church for donations. 

Those St Mary’s parishioners requiring gift aid envelopes will be able to collect these from the rear of the 

church. Please consider setting up a standing order and gift aiding your offertory. 

13. Sign of Peace remains suspended. 

14. Holy Communion will continue to be under one kind and the ministers will continue to sanitise their hands 

beforehand and wear a face covering whilst distributing. It is recommended that Communion is received in the 

hand. 

15. Singing will be re- introduced gradually. 

16. Confessions – please see a steward to see if a Priest is available prior to Mass to hear your confession. 

17. Baptisms, Confirmation, Marriages and Funerals – restrictions for these have been eased. Please see the 

clergy or contact the office with any questions. 

18. Children’s liturgy – to be re-introduced in due course. 

19. Tea and Coffee after Mass – to be re-introduced sometime in due course. 

20. Hall – the hall will be reopened for our own parish needs pending the necessary risk assessments. Hiring to 

third parties/ general public will remain suspended for now. 

 


