
  
 
 

 
 

1 

   Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Porthcawl & St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 

www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648  
Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns Tel: 07534 095766 bridgend@rcadc.org  

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 1177272 
                             
 

 
 
 
 

   

Masses are open to the public unless otherwise stated.  
There is no need to book, although other measures still apply.  

Masses from St Mary’s will continue to be live streamed. 

St Mary’s is now open  
for Silent Prayer 
 during the week. 

Date Mass Times Mass Intentions 
 Sat 6th November 

 
Mass 4.30 pm live stream only Deceased Friends & Relatives 

St Mary’s - Vigil 6.00pm  The Golden Book, November List, & Thanksgiving 
for Harriet Olivia Evans (EE) 

Sun 7th November 

32nd Sunday 
Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am November List 

St Mary’s - Mass 11.00am  November List & Bronislaw Ochab (Manghan fam) 
St Mary’s - Mass 6.00pm Deceased Friends & Relatives 

Mon 8th November No Mass Today  
Tues 9th November Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am  November List & Eileen & Hugh O’Brien (M&G) 
Wed 10th November Our Lady Star of the Sea – Mass 10.00am November List  

St Mary’s - Mass 7.00pm November List & Bridie Cleary (Lynne Dainty) 
November List & Katie (MMcAweney) 

Thurs 11th November 
 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am  November List & Alexander Doig 
St Mary’s – Mass 10.00am November List & Martin Connor RIP (AC) 

November List & Father Tim Birthday Wishes 
Fri 12th November 

 
St Mary’s - Mass 10.00am November List & Irene Jenkins RIP (JVC) 

November List & Bridie Oates 
Sat 13th November Mass 4.30 pm live stream only Deceased Friends & Relatives 

St Mary’s - Vigil 6.00pm  Deceased Friends & Relatives 
Sun 14th November 
33rd Sunday in 
Ordinary Time 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am November List & Padre Edward (Pietro) 
St Mary’s - Mass 11.00am  November List & Jane Rajaline RIP (Manghan fam) 
St Mary’s - Mass 6.00pm  November List & Benji Vista, Efren Abulencia & 

Kevin Stephens (Rosemarie Vista) 
Mass Intentions (St Mary’s) there is currently a very, long wait especially for weekend Mass 

requests. Please book 2 or even 3 months in advance. Many thanks. 

Prayers for the Sick - If you wish to have a person’s name included on the list, then please ensure you have their 
permission and then contact the office on 07534 095766 or via emailing bridgend@rcadc.org  
If you wish for a name to remain on the list for Nov/Dec then please contact us. 

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of Our Lady Star of the Sea, St Joseph’s of Arimathea & St Mary’s. 
We pray for our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our prayers. 

For NOV/DEC: Elsie Freeth, Martin Ginnelly, Helle, Sam & Betty Henn, Margaret Jarvis,  
Julia Margaret Lewis, Jack Michael Ley, Brinley Morgan, & Maureen Pritchard. 

 

Saint Francis, faithful to Scripture, invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in which God 
speaks to us and grants us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness. “Through the 

greatness and the beauty of creatures one comes to know by analogy their maker” (Wis 13:5); 
indeed, “his eternal power and divinity have been made known through his works since the 

creation of the world” (Rom 1:20  (Laudato si n12)  
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32nd Sunday, 7th November 2021 
‘Happy the poor in spirit’ 

Our readings this week explore the concepts of generosity, humility and self-giving. With the help of 
the Holy Spirit, they encourage us to live our lives as generously as Jesus did. 

The First Reading tells us of a poor destitute widow who shows great generosity in her willingness to 
share what she has with the prophet Elijah,  

even though widows were among the most vulnerable people in biblical times. 
In the Gospel, too, it is a widow who wins the praise of Jesus as he observes her give everything she 

possesses to the Temple treasury.  He contrasts this woman’s action of deep faith and generosity 
with that of others, whose behaviour he roundly condemns.  

Jesus holds her up as a role model to his disciples. 
The letter to the Hebrews explains how Jesus undertook an even greater sacrifice, and as the 

compassionate high priest, offered the gift of his own life for the salvation of humankind.  
(Second Reading) 

The Psalmist encourages us to call on our innermost self, our 'soul’, to give praise to God: our true 
God who has great concern for the poor, including widows and orphans. 

Let us pray this week to the Lord who supports the vulnerable and poor for the grace to be his 
instruments on earth. We ask for his help to show our care for the outcasts and marginalised of our 

own day through our loving actions. 
 

 
Eternal Rest 

Please keep in your prayers the family of Olwen Anderson. 
Requiem Mass for Olwen will be held at 1.15pm on Monday 15th November in St Mary’s followed 

by Coychurch crematorium at 2.15pm. 
 

Please keep all the families of all those recently deceased in your thoughts and prayers at this sad 
and difficult time. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord. Amen. 

  
 
 
 

Fire Marshals for Our Lady Star of the Sea - Can you help? 
Many thanks to all those who have come forward so far. There will be a training session put together shortly 

that you will be invited to attend. Many thanks for your support. 
 

Sick & Retired Clergy Fund 
Appeal: 6th/7th November 

Please see information on pages 4 & 5 of this 
newsletter and on the website. 
Many thanks for your support. 

Remembrance Service for the Dead 
7.00pm Thursday 18th November. 

You are invited to attend the annual service held 
in St Mary’s in remembrance of all those who have 

died from our three Parishes and, in particular, 
those who have died in the last 12 months.  

If you would like a candle to be lit in remembrance 
of a loved one who has died in the last 12 months, 

then please contact the office. 
 

Remembrance Sunday 14th November 
Blessing of Graves 

The clergy will bless the graves of loved ones at the 
following times: 

Deacon Anthony 12.00 noon North Connelly 
Deacon Rob 12.00 noon Porthcawl 
Deacon Philip 12.30pm Pencoed 

Fr Silvio 12.30pm Laleston &  
Fr Tim 12.30pm Bridgend. 

 

Fire Marshal Training – St Mary’s Volunteers 
Saturday 20th November 10.00am  

in St Mary’s Church Hall 
For all those who would like to receive Fire 

Marshal Training please make every attempt to 
attend the training session on Saturday 20th 

November at 10.00am. The session will take 
approximately 1hour and will be delivered by 

Marc Williams. The more parishioners that have 
the training the better so that in the event of an 

emergency the premises can be evacuated safely. 
Many thanks for your support. 
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First Holy Communion 
For those children who started the First Holy Communion course in September 2021 the next session will take 

place on Saturday 13th November. 
See website for further details: 

 https://catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk/sacraments-and-formation/first-holy-communion/ 
************** 

Final rehearsal with opportunity to attend confession at 6pm Friday 10th December 

Sacrament of Communion Mass 
 Sunday 12th December 2021 

  
It is worth remembering that the best way to support the parish is by donating directly into the 
parish bank account.Should you need any assistance in setting up a standing order to your parish, 
or, as a taxpayer should you wish to gift aid your donations, then please contact the office by emailing 
bridgend@rcadc.org or calling 01656 652034 option 2.  
Thank you - With offertory collections and counting teams still suspended a huge thank you to 
everyone who has continued to support Father Tim and the parishes during the pandemic by 
embracing a new way of doing things. This has gone a long way to ensuring our parishes are in a 
strong position as we welcome parishioners back into our churches. 
 
 

Important news about giving online via Virgin Money 
Virgin Money Giving – the online donation platform used throughout the 
diocese – is to close in November 2021. 
 

Tree of Light 
 St Mary’s will again be hosting a “Tree of Light” 

in conjunction with the Lions.  
There will be an online service and blessing on 

Monday 29th November. Forms are attached to the 
end of the newsletter (see page 7) and on the 

website to print out at home and return or may be 
collected from the Narthex. 

Having been unable or pay our respects for much 
of the pandemic to those recently deceased the 

lighting of the tree is a lovely way of remembering 
all we hold dear whilst at the same time 

 helping those in need.  
Many thanks for your support. 

The God Who Speaks team's November focus is  
ALL SAINTS & ALL SOULS 

 
What's the origins of our theology and biblical 
understanding of these special Feast Days?  

We explore these and other aspects in  
The Journey to the Other Side: 

 godwhospeaks.uk/the-feasts-of-all-saints-and-
all-souls 

 
Look at our Saintly Inspiration role models this 

month: godwhospeaks.uk/saintly-inspiration 
 
 
 

The Diocesan Synodal Team has met twice now 
and has designed training for parish 

representatives.  This will begin in the week 
beginning November 8th. Thank you to all those 
parishes which have sent me the names of their 
representatives and to those parishioners who 

have stepped forward for this role. I hope to 
hear from remaining parishes before our training 
begins.  We would like at least two people from 

each parish.  If you have not yet done so and 
would like to represent your parish in this 

historic event, please speak to your parish priest. 

 

Governors at St. Mary’s School are 
looking to appoint a teacher for the 

Spring Term of 2022 
 (starting January 4th)  

to play a key role in the field of recovery 
learning across the age ranges following 

the recent periods of lockdown.  
 Details are on the school’s website 

(www.stmaryscatholicprimary.co.uk)  
under the ‘news & events’ tab. 

 Any interested parties are welcome to 
get in touch with Mr. Watkins 

 at the school. 
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Sick & Retired Clergy Fund Appeal: 6th/7th November 
 

The pandemic has shown how important priests are in supporting parish communities during 
a crisis. But just as we have relied on priests during the pandemic, so they rely on us in their 
retirement. The Sick and Retired Clergy Fund appeal is our opportunity to say thank you.  

While priests and parish volunteers have responded valiantly to the COVID-19 crisis our usual 
fundraising activity has been curtailed. The Sick and Retired Clergy Fund appeal did not run in 2020 
because of the pandemic. We are therefore launching the appeal this year in the knowledge that it is 
doubly important.  

Parish priests generally retire from the administrative burdens of parish life at the age of 75, often 
having given 40-50 years of service to their community. This is well beyond the retirement age of 
most lay people. As they live independently, retired priests support themselves with the help of the 
Sick and Retired Clergy Fund.  

The Fund ensures that priests enjoy a dignified retirement. It supports independent living providing 
them with a suitable home alongside other services. Above all, it makes certain that their social and 
health care needs are met. Our priests rely on the Fund having devoted their lives to furthering the 
mission of the Church and bringing people 
closer to Christ.  
If you would like to support the Sick and 
Retired Clergy Fund appeal you can find gift 
aid envelopes at the rear of St Mary’s & Our 
Lady Star of the Sea. Alternatively, you can 
give online at www.rcadc.org/donations.  
 
You can also cut out the Gift Aid declaration 
in this newsletter and return it with your 
donation to Archbishop’s House 41/43 
Cathedral Road, Cardiff, CF11 9HD. 
 
 
 
 
 
Message from Archbishop George 
 
Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
Once again, I commend to your generosity the annual appeal for the support of the sick and retired 
priests of the Archdiocese of Cardiff. I know how grateful you are for the ministry of your priests 
over the years. This collection is an opportunity to thank them in a practical way for their years of 
dedicated service to the people in their care. As always, I am grateful for the support, encouragement 
and love shown to our priests.  
 
Please keep us all in your prayers. 
 
+ George Stack 
Archbishop of Cardiff & Apostolic Administrator of the Diocese of Menevia 
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PRAYERS FOR THE HOLY SOULS 
“I have loved you with an everlasting love”                 

(Jeremiah 31:3) 
Mass will be offered for all deceased relatives and friends. 

Names of the departed to be included in prayers for the Holy Souls: 
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Lions Club of Bridgend 
and St Mary’s RC Church 

 
TREE OF LIGHT 

Located inside St Mary’s Church, Ewenny Road, Bridgend. 
 

SPONSOR FORM 
Name or cause to be remembered (block capitals please) 

  
_______________________________ 

Minimum sponsorship £5 
  

My name and address______________________________________ 
  

___________________________________________________________________ 
  

_____________________________Postcode________________________________ 
  

Phone Number_________________________ 
  

The Tree dedication service will take place on Monday 29th Nov 6.30pm and 
will be broadcast via You Tube 

 
Donations via Just Giving or 

Please send cheque or postal order in favour of 
Bridgend Lions Club and forward to   

Lions Tree of Light 
5 Park Court Road 

Bridgend CF31 4BP 
 

Supporting St. Mary’s School Welfare Funds 
 & Lions Club Bridgend Local Charities 

  
Names accepted to December 24th, 2021. 
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Covid-19 Measures – Update 
Please only attend church if you are symptom free! 

On Saturday 7th August Wales moved to alert level zero meaning that most restrictions have now been lifted. However, 
we are being urged to “continue to be cautious and retain some transmission controls to varying degrees at varying 
times”. Regular risk assessments are required to monitor local transmission rates and adjust measures accordingly 
meaning things could be subject to changes over the next weeks and months ahead. Consequently, the following 
guidelines from the Welsh Government and Catholic Bishops of England and Wales will apply until further notice: 

 
1. Opening of Churches - St Mary’s will be left open and unsupervised for individual prayer during times when 

there are no public acts of worship. Our Lady Star of the Sea will remain closed for now apart from the 
published Mass times. Group prayer sessions will hopefully be reintroduced in Our Lady Star of the Sea in the 
autumn. 

2. Face masks – these remain mandatory, even whilst seated, for those over the age of 11 (unless medically 
exempt). 

3. Hand sanitiser – please use this on the way in and out of the church.  
4. Test, Track and Trace – please sign in using the NHS app and QR barcode or on the form available.  
5. One-way systems and movement of people – though this is no longer necessary, people should exercise 

good responsible behaviour especially when moving to receive Holy Communion during Mass and should avoid 
getting too close to each other. Please use the main entrance to enter the church as you will need to sign in. 

6. Social Distancing – though no longer a legal requirement some may wish to remain cautious please be 
respectful of other parishioners, for example in St Mary’s those wishing to keep a social distance may use the 
chairs by the radiators. Please respect those who may wish to maintain a social distance. 

7. Stewards – our stewards will still very much be needed to provide a welcoming presence at the church door, to 
guide people as necessary to an appropriate seat and assist in the cleaning of frequently used touch points 
within the church buildings. Want to join the team? Please contact us. 

8. Cleaning – this will remain a high priority. Along with the post Mass sanitising by stewards and parishioners of 
the benches and touch points, regular deep cleaning will be maintained throughout the week. 

9. Holy Water stoups will remain empty for now. 
10. Ventilation – windows and doors will be kept open where possible to maintain a good supply of fresh air. 
11. Ministers for the celebration of Holy Mass such as servers, cantors, readers and Extraordinary Ministers of 

Holy Communion will be re-introduced slowly over the coming weeks/ months. 
12. Offertory collection – although this may be resumed parishioners are encouraged to continue giving direct to 

the parish accounts where possible. There will be a basket available at the rear of each church for donations. 
Those St Mary’s parishioners requiring gift aid envelopes will be able to collect these from the rear of the 
church. Please consider setting up a standing order and gift aiding your offertory. 

13. Sign of Peace remains suspended. 
14. Holy Communion will continue to be under one kind and the ministers will continue to sanitise their hands 

beforehand and wear a face covering whilst distributing. It is recommended that Communion is received in the 
hand. 

15. Singing will be re- introduced gradually. 
16. Confessions – please see a steward to see if a Priest is available prior to Mass to hear your confession. 
17. Baptisms, Confirmation, Marriages and Funerals – restrictions for these have been eased. Please see the 

clergy or contact the office with any questions. 
18. Children’s liturgy – to be re-introduced in due course. 
19. Tea and Coffee after Mass – to be re-introduced sometime in due course. 
20. Hall – the hall will be reopened for our own parish needs pending the necessary risk assessments. Hiring to 

third parties/ general public will remain suspended for now. 
 


