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   Catholic Parishes of St Mary’s, Bridgend, Our Lady Star of the Sea, 
Porthcawl & St Joseph’s of Arimathea, Kenfig Hill 

www.catholicchurchbridgend.org.uk 
www.catholicchurchporthcawl.org.uk 

Priests: Fr. Tim McGrath 01656 652034 & Fr. Silvio Briffa (retired) 
Parish Deacons: Rev. Philip Manghan philip.manghan@rcadc.org 

Rev. Robert Coyne Tel: 01656 783540 & Rev. Anthony Martin Tel: 01656 746648  
Parish Administrator: Sarah Kearns Tel: 07534 095766 bridgend@rcadc.org  

A Parish of the Archdiocese of Cardiff: 1177272 
                             
 

 
 
 
 

   

Following the return to level zero restrictions on 28th January there will be no need to book for Mass. You are asked to wear a 
Face mask, sign in on the door and santise your hands. Please be mindful of those who may wish to remain socially distanced. 

Apart from those taking place in Porthcawl Masses will continue to be live streamed from St Mary’s. T 
he links for this are available on the home page of both websites.  

Can you help steward our churches? If you come to Mass and feel you could help, please contact the office. 
Date Mass Times Mass Intentions 

Sat 22nd January 
 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 4.30 pm  
Live stream only from St Mary’s 

People of the parish, frontline & NHS workers 

St Mary’s - Vigil 6.00pm- bookings only Pat Long RIP (Dolan family) 
Sun 23rd January 
3rd Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am 
bookings only – FULLY BOOKED 

 

St Mary’s - Mass 11.00am-FULLY BOOKED Terri Williams RIP (Music Group) 
St Mary’s - Mass 6.00pm-bookings only  People of the parish, frontline & NHS workers 

Mon 24th January NO MASS TODAY  
Tue 25th January Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am   
Wed 26th January Our Lady Star of the Sea – Mass 10.00am  

St Mary’s – Mass 7.00pm Martin Harrington (C& P Harrington) 
Albina Cavalli (LD) 

Thurs 27th January Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am   
St Mary’s – Mass 10.00am Marie Cocks Anniversary (JVC) 

Bridget Mary Merrill “Bridie” (SB)) 
Fri 28th January St Mary’s – Mass 10.00am Mary Cousins RIP (I Ford) 

Phyllis Shannon RIP (I Ford) 
Sat 29th January  

 
Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 4.30 pm  

Live stream only from St Mary’s  
People of the parish, frontline & NHS workers 

St Mary’s - Vigil 6.00pm People of the parish, frontline & NHS workers 
Sun 30th January 
4th Sunday in 

Ordinary Time 

 Our Lady Star of the Sea - Mass 10.00am   

St Mary’s - Mass 11.00am Horace Lewis RIP (P&J Lockett) 
St Mary’s - Mass 6.00pm Thanksgiving for all blessings received (Wyn/Ida) 

Prayers for the Sick - If you wish to have a person’s name included on the list, then please ensure you have their permission and then 
contact the office on 07534 095766 or via emailing bridgend@rcadc.org  

 

We pray for the sick and housebound of Our Lady Star of the Sea, St Joseph’s of Arimathea & St Mary’s. 
We pray for our friends, relatives and those who have asked for our prayers. 

For Jan/ Feb: Elsie Freeth, Martin Ginnelly, Helle, Sam Henn, Margaret Jarvis, Catherine John, Keith Jones, Julia 
Margaret Lewis, Jack Michael Ley, Brinley Morgan, & Maureen Pritchard. 

Fr Tim will be covering Fr Edmund and the parishes of Maesteg and Aberkenfig until the end of January. 
We give thanks to Canon Pelosi who will be officiating at Mass in Our Lady Star of the Sea 

 during this time. Please make the Canon very welcome. 

St Mary’s Piety – Could you help? Someone, or a team, is 
needed to manage the stock, displays and orders. If this is 

something you could do so that we can continue to have a piety stall 
offering at St Mary’s, then please contact Sarah on 07534 095766.  

Please see the website for an update to the 
First Holy Communion Course. The course 

will now start on Saturday 5th March. 
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 Eternal Rest 
Please keep all those recently deceased and their families in your thoughts and prayers.  

Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord. Amen. 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Towards a Synodal Church 
A listening Church. Please join the conversation.  

What is the Church doing well? What is the Church doing less well?  
What can the Church better do to help it fulfil its mission?  

The St Mary’s parish representatives are Maureen Harris and Deacon Philip Manghan, Our Lady Star of the Sea’s representatives 
are Debbie Dawson and Deacon Rob Coyne. Next week the website pages, with information about the Synod, will go live. This 

will be followed by a series of parish meetings and opportunities to listen and to share with each other. Our thoughts and ideas will 
help inform the conversation of the Church as it prepares for the next Synod of Bishops meeting in 2023. 

 

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time, Year C, 23rdJanuary 2022 
Your words are spirit, Lord, and they are life’ 

On this ‘Sunday of the Word of God’, we are invited to deepen our relationship with the Lord through 
our devotion and dedication to reading and praying with scripture. In each reading, we hear how the 

Spirit of the Lord revives, liberates, sustains, unites and gives life. 
The law of the Lord is read out by Ezra (First Reading), and the people are taught to celebrate it. 

The joy of the Lord is their stronghold. 
The Psalm celebrates God’s law of love: each line is a litany of the comfort, joy and strength that 

can be drawn from the Word of God. 
Paul teaches that although the Christian community is very diverse, with different strengths and 
perspectives, we are all united in the Spirit of the Lord though our baptism (Second Reading). 
Jesus, filled with the spirit of the Lord, reads from the word of God and proclaims that Isaiah’s 

prophecy is embodied and fulfilled in him (Gospel).  
Jesus liberates, heals, transforms and brings good news. 

As followers of Jesus who are united by the living Spirit of God, this is our calling too. With our lives 
centred on Scripture, the living word of God, we are not alone as we pray. We belong to a living, 
transforming community of believers united by our baptism. We share the same joy expressed by 

the Psalmist, and are guided by the word of God that the prophets proclaimed. Let us pray that our 
lives will be a testament to the liberating, healing teachings that Jesus embodied. 

 

Synod Prayer Prayer of Invocation  
to the Holy Spirit 

We stand before You, Holy Spirit, 
As we gather together in Your name. 

With You alone to guide us, 
Make Yourself at home in our hearts; 

Teach us the way we must go 
And how we are to pursue it. 

We are weak and sinful; 
Do not let us promote disorder. 

Do not let ignorance lead us down the wrong path 
nor partiality influence our actions. 

Let us find in You our unity so that we may 
journey together to the eternal life and not stray 

away from the truth and what is right. 
All this we ask of You, who are at work in every 
place and time, in the communion of the Father 

and the Son, forever and ever. Amen. 
 

St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School, Nursery 
Applications are invited for children who will reach 

their 3rd birthday before 1st September 2022 wishing 
to join our Nursery. If you are interested, please get 

in touch with the school 
on admin@stmaryscps.bridgend.cymru or on 01656 
815560 and they will be happy to help.  Applications 

are required before 18th February. Thank you. 
 

 

At 7pm on Wednesday 2nd February a Mass 
Intention for Protection & Thanksgiving  

will be dedicated to the first wave of Filipino 
Overseas Nurses in who arrived in  

Bridgend on 1st  Feb 2001to work in the 
Princess of Wales hospital.  

Please join with me in praying for these angels 
without wings and all our frontline and NHS 
workers as they continue to battle in these 

difficult times. Fr Tim 
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Covid-19 Measures – Update 
Please only attend church if you are symptom free! 
 

1. Opening of Churches - St Mary’s will be left open and unsupervised for individual prayer during times when there 
are no public acts of worship. Our Lady Star of the Sea will remain closed for now apart from the published Mass 
times. Group prayer sessions will hopefully be reintroduced in Our Lady Star of the Sea once restrictions allow. 

2. Face masks – these remain mandatory, even whilst seated, for those over the age of 11 (unless medically exempt). 
3. Hand sanitiser – please use this on the way in and out of the church.  
4. Test, Track and Trace – please sign in using the NHS app and QR barcode or on the form available.  
5. One-way systems and movement of people – people should exercise good responsible behaviour especially 

when moving to receive Holy Communion during Mass and should avoid getting too close to each other. Please use 
the main entrance to enter the church as you will need to sign in. Please follow the one-way system. 

6. Social Distancing – 2m social distancing restrictions have been reintroduced please be respectful of other 
parishioners.  

7. Stewards – our stewards will still very much be needed to provide a welcoming presence at the church door, to 
guide people as necessary to an appropriate seat and assist in the cleaning of frequently used touch points within 
the church buildings. Want to join the team? Please contact us. 

8. Cleaning – this will remain a high priority. Along with the post Mass sanitising by stewards and parishioners of the 
benches and touch points, regular deep cleaning will be maintained throughout the week. 

9. Holy Water stoups will remain empty for now. 
10. Ventilation – windows and doors will be kept open where possible to maintain a good supply of fresh air. 
11. Ministers for the celebration of Holy Mass such as servers, cantors, readers and Extraordinary Ministers of Holy 

Communion will be re-introduced slowly over the coming weeks/ months. 
12. Offertory collection – although this may be resumed parishioners are encouraged to continue giving direct to the 

parish accounts where possible. There will be a basket available at the rear of each church for donations. Please 
consider setting up a standing order and gift aiding your offertory. 

13. Sign of Peace remains suspended. 
14. Holy Communion will continue to be under one kind and the ministers will continue to sanitise their hands 

beforehand and wear a face covering whilst distributing. It is recommended that Communion is received in the hand. 
15. Singing will be re- introduced gradually. 
16. Confessions – please see a steward to see if a Priest is available prior to Mass to hear your confession. 
17. Baptisms, Confirmation, Marriages and Funerals – Please see the clergy or contact the office with any 

questions. 
18. Children’s liturgy – to be re-introduced in due course. 
19. Tea and Coffee after Mass – to be re-introduced sometime in due course. 
20. Hall – the hall will be reopened for our own parish needs pending the necessary risk assessments. Hiring to third 

parties/ general public will remain suspended for now. 
 

FINANCE MATTERS - Please consider that the best way to support your parish is by donating directly into your parish 
bank account. The Account name in both instances is “Archdiocese of Car” 

St Mary’s account no. 13017974 sort code:20-18-23 
Our Lady Star of the Sea account no. 33951863 sort code: 20-18-23 

Please use your surname as your reference unless you are making a one-off donation, for example for a 
Mass Intention or Christmas/ Easter Offerings – in that case please state the purpose of your donation.  

Should you need any assistance in setting up a standing order to your parish, or, as a taxpayer should you wish to gift aid your 
donations, then please contact the office by emailing bridgend@rcadc.org or calling 01656 652034 option 2. 

Thank you for your support - With offertory collections and counting teams still suspended thank you to everyone who 
has continued to support Father Tim and the parishes during the pandemic by embracing a new way of doing things! 

 


